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Seasonal occurrence of Major Insect 
Pests of Desert-Grown Alfalfa 



Alfalfa Aphid Complex
ÅDamage

ÅSucking plant sap
+ 

Åinjecting toxins
+ 

Åsecreting honeydew 

ÅLeaf curling, shortened internodes and yellowing

ÅSooty mold reduces photosynthesis and quality

ÅReducing growth and yield 

ÅPlant death



Alfalfa Aphids in the Southwest Desert 

ÅPea aphid, 
Acyrthosiphonpisum

ÅBlue alfalfa aphid, 
Acyrthosiphonkondoi

ÅCowpea aphid, 
Aphis craccivora

ÅSpotted alfalfa aphid, 
Therioaphismaculata

Before 2012

After 2012



Active Ingredients for Aphid Control

ÅPyrethroids

ÅOrganophosphates
Dimethoate

ÅSulfoxaflor (Transform)

ÅButenolides(Sivanto)

ÅTBR: Sefina, PQZ, Centric 

Lambda-cyhalothrin Zeta-cypermethrin

ß-cyfluthrin 



Damages & Management of  Alfalfa Weevil

Å Threshold of 1-4 large larvae / sweep

Å Based on hay price, costs of application


